
The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost  
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
October 24, 2021 

 
Prelude:  "Werde munter mein Gemüte "   by Johann Pachelbel 
 

Welcome:      

 
Opening Hymn:       “The God of Abraham Praise”       (LSB # 798, st. 1, 3-4, 9) 

 
1. The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days And God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav'n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest. 

 

2.  The God of Abr'ham praise, Whose all-sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; He calls Himself my God. 

And He shall save me to the end Through Jesus' blood. 

 

3.  He by Himself has sworn; I on His oath depend. 

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, To heav'n ascend. 

I shall behold His face; I shall His pow'r adore 

And sing the wonders of His grace Forevermore. 

 

4.  The whole triumphant host Give thanks to God on high. 

"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" They ever cry. 

Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine! I join the heav'nly lays: 

All might and majesty are Thine And endless praise! 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
 

Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one  

 another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot  
 free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:                Psalm 121 

P: I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
C: From where does my help come? 
P: My help comes from the LORD, 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: He will not let your foot be moved; 
C: He who keeps you will not slumber. 
P: Behold, He who keeps Israel 
C: Will neither slumber nor sleep. 
P: The LORD is your keeper; 
C: The LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
P: The sun shall not strike you by day, 
C: Nor the moon by night. 
P: The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
C: He will keep your life. 
P: The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 
C: From this time forth and forevermore. 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  

 

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 21:1-21 
       1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had 
promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of 
which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to 
him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac [which in Hebrew means “he laughs]. 4 And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, 
“God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, 
“Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 
him a son in his old age.” 
       8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, 
for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11 And the thing was 
very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Be not 
displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to 

you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13 And I will 
make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So 
Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 
       15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. 
16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, and 
the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Up! Lift up the 
boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19 Then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with 
water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in 
the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran, 
and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Galatians 4:21-5:1 
       21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is 
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 
23 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free 
woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these 
women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is 
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 
for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our 
mother. 27 For it is written, 

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 
    break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 
    than those of the one who has a husband.”  [Isaiah 54:1] 



       28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he 
who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the 
Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman 
and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free 
woman.” [Genesis 21:10] 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free 
woman. 
   5 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Luke 13:10-17 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
       10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, 
there was a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and could not fully straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said 
to her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” 13 And he laid his hands on her, and 
immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God. 14 But the ruler of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There 
are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not 
on the Sabbath day.” 15 Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of 
you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water 
it? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen 
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As he said these things, all his 
adversaries were put to shame, and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that 
were done by him. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “Salvation unto Us Has Come”          
     (LSB # 555 st. 1-2, 5, 8) 

 

1. Salvation unto us has come By God's free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; 

He is our one Redeemer. 

 

2.  What God did in His Law demand And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev'ry hand For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires, 

And lost is our condition. 

 

3.  Yet as the law must be fulfilled Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God's anger stilled, Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed And thus the Father's vengeance stayed 

Which over us impended. 

 

4. The Law reveals the guilt of sin And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give, 

No comfort and no blessing. 



 
Sermon:     “Picking Sides” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 

Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
First Communion Hymn:  “Just as I Am, without One Plea”    (LSB # 570) 

 
1.  Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2.  Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3.  Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4.  Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5.  Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 



6.  Just as I am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

 Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.   

 

 

Second Hymn:     “Not What These Hands Have Done”   (LSB # 567)  

 

1. Not what these hands have done Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne Can make my spirit whole. 

 

2.  Not what I feel or do Can give me peace with God; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears Can bear my awful load. 

 

3.  Thy work alone, O Christ, Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, Can give me peace within. 

 

4.  Thy love to me, O God, Not mine, O Lord to Thee, 

Can rid me of this dark unrest And set my spirit free. 

 

5.  Thy grace alone, O God, To me can pardon speak; 

Thy pow'r alone, O Son of God, Can this sore bondage break. 

 

6.  I bless the Christ of God, I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt'ring lip and heart I call this Savior mine. 

 
 

Third Communion Hymn:    “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ”  

     (LSB # 565, to alt. tune “Darwall’s 148th”) 
 

1. Thy works, not mine, O Christ, Speak gladness to this heart; 

They tell me all is done, They bid my fear depart. 

Refrain: To whom, save Thee, Who canst alone  For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee? 

 

2.  Thy wounds, not mine, O Christ, Can heal my bruised soul; 

Thy stripes, not mine, contain The balm that makes me whole. [Refrain] 

 

3.  Thy cross, not mine, O Christ, Has borne the crushing load 

Of sins that none could bear But the incarnate God. [Refrain] 

 

4.  Thy death, not mine, O Christ, Has paid the ransom due; 

Ten thousand deaths like mine Would have been all too few. [Refrain] 

 

5.  Thy righteousness, O Christ, Alone can cover me; 

No righteousness avails Save that which is of Thee. [Refrain] 

 
Fourth Hymn:    “How Can I Thank You, Lord”      (LSB # 703; st. 1-3) 

 
1.  How can I thank You, Lord, For all Your loving-kindness, 

That You have patiently Borne with me in my blindness! 

When dead in many sins And trespasses I lay, 

I kindled, holy God, Your anger ev'ry day. 

 

2.  It is Your work alone That I am now converted; 

O'er Satan's work in me You have Your pow'r asserted. 

Your mercy and Your grace That rise afresh each morn 

Have turned my stony heart Into a heart newborn. 

 

3.  Lord, You have raised me up To joy and exultation 

And clearly shown the way That leads me to salvation. 

My sins are washed away; For this I thank You, Lord. 

Now with my heart and soul All evil I abhor. 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 



Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:       “By Grace I’m Saved”          (LSB # 566, st. 1-2, 4) 

 

1.  By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless; My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain; By grace you too will life obtain. 

 

2.  By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

3.  By grace! This ground of faith is certain; So long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done Depends on grace--grace through His Son. 

 
Postlude:  "Voluntary no. 1 in D minor "   by Samuel Wesley 

 

 
+ + + 

 
 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

“Cast out this slave woman with her son…”  
 

Genesis 21:10 


