
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost  
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
October 17, 2021 

 

Prelude:  "Es ist das Heil uns kommen her"   by Dietrich Buxtehude 

 
Welcome:      
 

Opening Hymn:          “Holy, Holy, Holy”      (LSB # 507) 

 
1.  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;  

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!  

 

2.  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,  

 Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  

 Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,  

 Which wert and art and evermore shall be.  

 

3.  Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 

 Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;  

 Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.  

 

4.  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one  

 another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot  
 free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:              Psalm 37:1-3, 10-11, 27-29, 34, 39-40 

P: Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 
C: Be not envious of wrongdoers! 
P: For they will soon fade like the grass 
C: And wither like the green herb. 
P: Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
C: Dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
P: In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; 
C: Though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there. 
P: But the meek shall inherit the land 
C: And delight themselves in abundant peace. 
P: Turn away from evil and do good; 
C: So shall you dwell forever. 
P: For the LORD loves justice; He will not forsake His saints. 
C: They are preserved forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. 
P: Wait for the LORD and keep His way, 
C: And He will exalt you to inherit the land; 
P: The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
C: He is their stronghold in the time of trouble. 
P: The LORD helps them and delivers them; 
C: He delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take 

refuge in Him. 
 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  

 

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 19:12-29 
       12 Then the [two angels] said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, 
daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the place. 13 For we are about 
to destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the 
LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went out and said to his sons-
in-law, who were to marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is about 
to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting. 
       15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two 
daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he 
lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the 
LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 
17 And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop 
anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” 18 And Lot said to 
them, “Oh, no, my lords. 19 Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you 
have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the 
disaster overtake me and I die. 20 Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a 

little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!” 21 He 
said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of 
which you have spoken. 22 Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” 
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar [which in Hebrew means “little”]. 
       23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the LORD rained on 
Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 25 And he overthrew 
those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the 
ground. 26 But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 
       27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the 
LORD. 28 And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of 
the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a 
furnace. 
       29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered 
Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in 
which Lot had lived. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.   

 
Epistle Reading:   2 Peter 2:1-10a 
       1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their 
sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed 
they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and 
their destruction is not asleep. 
       4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did 
not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven 
others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an 
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, 
greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived 



among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds 
that he saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to 
keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those 
who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Matthew 10:5-15 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 10th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
       5 These twelve [apostles] Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give 
without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your belts, 10 no bag for your 
journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And 
whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you 
depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not 
receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that 
house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”            
     (LSB # 508; st. 1, 3-4, 6) 

 

1.  The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God's anointed, 

In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed.  

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth 

As Scripture long has warned us. 

 

2.  The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling 

What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was dwelling, 

And ev'ry heart be clearly seen, And all be known as they have been 

In thoughts and words and actions. 

 

3.  Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures, 

Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures! 

With shame and trembling they will stand And at the judge's stern command 

To Satan be delivered. 

 

4.  May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, With all His saints in that blest place 

Which He has purchased for us. 

 
Sermon:   “You Don’t Have To Go Home, But You Can’t Stay Here!” 



 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
 
 

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Hymn:  “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”  
     (LSB # 560)  

 

1. Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blessed With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

 To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

2.  Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 

 Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

3.  Wash me and take away each stain; Let nothing of my sin remain. 

 For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

4.  And then for work to do for Thee, Which shall so sweet a service be 

 That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come. 



Second Communion Hymn:     “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 
        (LSB # 563)  
 

1.  Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

2.  Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;  

Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 

3.  Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives' liberty, Was also shed in love for me. 

 

4.  Lord, I believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 

 

5.  When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6.  Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 

 

 

Third Communion Hymn:   “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” (LSB # 741) 
 

1. Jesus Christ, my sure defense And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence Rests upon the hope here given, 

Though the night of death be fraught Still with many an anxious thought. 

 

2. Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; Likewise I to life shall waken. 

He will bring me where He is;  Shall my courage then be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the Head Rise and leave His members dead? 

 

3. No, too closely am I bound By my hope to Christ forever; 

Faith's strong hand the Rock has found, Grasped it, and will leave it never; 

Even death now cannot part From its Lord the trusting heart. 

 

4.  I am flesh and must return To the dust, whence I am taken; 

But by faith I now discern That from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide In His glory, at His side. 

 

5.  Glorified, I shall anew With this flesh then be enshrouded; 

In this body I shall view God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 

In this flesh I then shall see Jesus Christ eternally. 

  

6.  Then take comfort and rejoice, For His members Christ will cherish. 

Fear not, they will hear His voice; Dying, they shall never perish; 

For the very grave is stirred When the trumpet's blast is heard. 

 

7.  Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave And at death no longer tremble; 

He, the Lord, who came to save Will at last His own assemble. 

They will go their Lord to meet, Treading death beneath their feet. 

 

8.  O, then, draw away your hearts From all pleasures base and hollow; 

Strive to share what He imparts While you here His footsteps follow. 

As you now still wait to rise, Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 



Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:      “What Is the World to Me”          (LSB # 730) 

 

1.  What is the world to me With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, Lord Jesus, are my Treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, My soul's delight shalt be; 

You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me! 

 

2.  The world seeks to be praised And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. What is the world to me! 

 

3.  The world seeks after wealth And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, Content with it I'll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. What is the world to me! 

 

4.  What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally. 

 Once more, then, I declare: What is the world to me! 

 
Postlude:   "Postludium in C Major"   by Albert Schröder 

 
+ + + 

 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lot’s Family Escapes the Destruction of Sodom 


