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Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:         “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”   (LSB # 794) 
 

1.  The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heaven; 

 My maker, who to me Has soul and body given; 

 My Father, who will shield And keep me day by day 

 And make each moment yield New blessings on my way. 

 

2.   The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heaven, 

 The Father's own dear Son, Whose life for me was given, 

 Who for my sin atoned With His most precious blood 

 And gives to me by faith The highest heav'nly good. 

 

3.   The Lord, my God, be praised, My hope, my life from heaven, 

 The Spirit, whom the Son In love to me has given. 

 His grace revives my heart And gives my spirit pow'r, 

 Help, comfort, and support In sorrow's gloomy hour. 

 

4.  The Lord, my God, be praised, My God, the ever-living, 

 To whom the heav'nly host Their laud and praise are giving. 

 The Lord, my God, be praised, In whose great name I boast, 

 God Father, God the Son, And God the Holy Ghost. 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 
 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   
 

 
Psalm:               Psalm 115:1-3, 9-15 

P: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory, 
C:  For the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness! 
P:  Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
C:  Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
P:  O Israel, trust in the LORD! 
C:  He is their help and their shield. 
P:  O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! 
C:  He is their help and their shield. 
P:  You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
C:  He is their help and their shield. 
P:  The LORD has remembered us; He will bless us; 
C:  He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; 
P: He will bless those who fear the LORD, 
C: Both the small and the great. 
P: May the LORD give you increase, you and your children! 
C: May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth! 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  
  

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 15:1-18 
       1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord 
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a 
member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to 
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able 
to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the 
LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
       7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans 
to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I 
shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three 
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him 
all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the 
birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 

       12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and 
great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that 
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and 
they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation 
that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, 
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they 
shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.” 
       17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphrates;” 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
Fear the LORD, you His saints,  for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Romans 4:1-8, 23-25 
       1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” [Gen. 15:6] 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not 
counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him 
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks 
of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 
 

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” [Psalm 32:1-2] 

 
      23 But the words “it was counted to him” [Gen. 15:6] were not written for his sake alone, 
24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.  



 Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   John 6:60-65 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 6th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
       60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen 
to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said 
to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at 
all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you 
who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 
believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you 
that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 

Sermon Hymn:      “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”       
     (LSB # 737, st. 1-2, 6-7) 

 

1.  Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing, A cheerful trust maintain; 

For God, the source of ev'rything, Your portion shall remain. 

 

2.  He is your treasure, He your joy, Your life and light and Lord, 

Your Counselor when doubts annoy, Your shield and great reward. 

 

3.  His wisdom never plans in vain Nor falters nor mistakes. 

All that His counsels may ordain A blessed ending makes. 

 

4.  Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, And trust His guiding love; 

Then like a rock thy peace shall stand Here and in heav'n above. 

 
Sermon:   “Nothing but Broken Promises as far as the eye can see” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 

First Communion Hymn:      “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  
      (LSB # 352; st. 1-3, 5)  

 

1.  Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner's help and friend. 

 

2.  What the fathers most desired, What the prophets' heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

3.   Abram's promised great reward, Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord-- 

Him of twofold race behold-- Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

4.   Bruise for me the serpent's head That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death. 

 
Second Hymn:     “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”   (LSB # 575)  

 

1.  My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2.  When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In ev'ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

 

3.  His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev'ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 

 

4.  When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne! [Refrain] 

 
 

Third Communion Hymn:    “Amazing Grace”   (LSB # 744; st. 1-4) 
 

1.  Amazing grace--how sweet the sound-- That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 

 

2.  The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 



 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 

 

4.  Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven's joy and peace. 

 

 

 

Fourth Hymn:    “I Am Trusting, Thee, Lord Jesus”  (LSB # 729) 
 

      1.  I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee; 

 Trusting Thee for full salvation, Great and free. 
 

2.   I am trusting Thee for pardon; At Thy feet I bow, 

For Thy grace and tender mercy Trusting now. 
 

3.  I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood; 

Trusting Thee to make me holy By Thy blood. 

 

4.   I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead, 

Ev'ry day and hour supplying All my need. 

 

5.   I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail. 
 

6.   I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever And for all. 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:      I Know My Faith Is Founded”  (LSB # 587) 

 
1.  I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand on His sure Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts in human wisdom Relies on shifting ground. 

God's Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure; 

And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure. 

 

2.  Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day 

To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with You beside me, I shall be undismayed; 

And led by Your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow; 

Then I shall bid defiance To ev'ry evil foe. 

 

3.  In faith, Lord, let me serve You; though persecution, grief, and pain 

Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain; 

And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to You, 

Your riches to inherit As all You said holds true.  

In life and death, Lord, keep me Until Your heav'n I gain, 

Where I by Your great mercy The end of faith attain. 



 
 

 
+ + + 

 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   Shirley Smith 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

God Promises Abram Offspring 


