
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
September 12, 2021 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:         “O Day of Rest and Gladness”    

   (LSB # 906; © Charles Price, 1982 and Church Pension Fund, 1985) 
 

1. O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light, 

O balm for care and sadness, Most beautiful, most bright: 

This day the high and lowly, Through ages joined to bless, 

Sing, "Holy, holy, holy," The triune God confess. 

 

2.  This day at earth's creation, The light first had its birth; 

This day for our salvation Christ rose from depths of earth; 

This day, our Lord victorious The Spirit sent from heav'n; 

And thus this day, most glorious, A three-fold light was giv'n. 

 

3.  This day, God’s people meeting, His Holy Scripture hear; 

 His living presence greeting, Through bread and wine made near. 

 We journey on, believing, Renewed with heav’nly might, 

 From grace more grace receiving, On this blest day of light.   

 

4.  That light our hope sustaining, We walk the pilgrim way, 

 At length our rest attaining, Our endless Sabbath day. 

 We sing to Thee our praises, O Father, Spirit, Son; 

 The Church her voice upraises, To Thee, blest Three in One.   

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 

 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:               Psalm 34:3-7, 17-19, 22 

P: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 
C:  And let us exalt His name together! 
P:  I sought the LORD, and He answered me 
C:  And delivered me from all my fears. 
P:  Those who look to Him are radiant, 
C:  And their faces shall never be ashamed. 
P:  This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 
C:  And saved him out of all his troubles. 
P:  The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him,  
C: And delivers them. 
P: When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 
C: And delivers them out of all their troubles. 
P: The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
C: And saves the crushed in spirit. 
P: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
C: But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
P: The LORD redeems the life of His servants; 
C: None of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  
  

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 16:1-16 
       1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian 
servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has 
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain 
children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived 
ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her 
servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her 
mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me 
with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, 
“Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly 
with her, and she fled from her. 
        7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring 
on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from 
and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel 
of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the 

LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be 
numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, 
 

“Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. 
You shall call his name Ishmael [which in Hebrew means “God hears”], 

    because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 
12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, 

    his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him, 
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 

 
       13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” 
for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was 
called Beer-lahai-roi [which in Hebrew means “the well of the Living One who sees 
me”]; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 
       15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar 
bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
Fear the LORD, you His saints,   

 for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,  

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all.   

 
Epistle Reading:   1 Corinthians 2:7-10 
7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
    nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God.  
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.  



 Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Luke 1:46-55 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”        (LSB # 740) 

 

1.  I am Jesus' little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev'ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 

2.  Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

3.  Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd's lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest. 

 
Sermon:    “A Tale of Two Images” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 



Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Communion Hymn:    “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”    
        (LSB # 637) 

 

1.  Draw near and take the body of the Lord,  

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2.  He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3.  Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

 

 
Second Communion Hymn:     “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 
       (LSB # 710)  

 

1. The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

 

2.  My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for His own name's sake. 

 

3.  Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still. 

 

4. My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 

 

5.  Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

 



 
Third Communion Hymn:    “Thine Forever, God of Love” (LSB # 687) 
 

1.  Thine forever, God of Love! Hear us from Thy throne above; 

Thine forever may we be Here and in eternity! 

 

2.  Thine forever! Oh, how blest They who find in Thee their rest! 

Savior, guardian, heav'nly friend, O defend us to the end! 

 

3.  Thine forever, Lord of Life! Shield us through our earthly strife. 

Thou, the life, the truth, the way, Guide us to the realms of day. 

 

4.  Thine forever! Shepherd, keep These Thy frail and trembling sheep; 

Safe alone beneath Thy care, Let us all Thy goodness share. 

 

5.  Thine forever! Thou our guide, All our wants by Thee supplied, 

All our sins by Thee forgiv'n; Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav'n. 

 

 

Fourth Communion Hymn:    “Rock of Ages”  (LSB # 761) 
 

1.  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

 

2.  Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3.  Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

 

4.  While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 
 
 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:      “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”         (LSB # 915, st. 1,2,4) 

 
1.  Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

 

 



 

 

2.  Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father's welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv'n, 

A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav'n. 

 

3.  O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You When heart and eye run o'er? 

When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 

 

 
 

 
+ + + 

 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   Shirley Smith 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


