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Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:       “The God of Abraham Praise”        (LSB # 798, st. 1, 5-8) 

 
1. The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days And God of love. 

Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav'n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest. 

 

2.  Though nature's strength decay, And earth and hell withstand, 

To Canaan's bounds I urge my way At His command. 

The wat'ry deep I pass, With Jesus in my view, 

And through the howling wilderness My way pursue. 

 

3.  The goodly land I see, With peace and plenty blest: 

A land of sacred liberty And endless rest. 

There milk and honey flow, And oil and wine abound, 

And trees of life forever grow With mercy crowned. 

 

4.  There dwells the Lord our king, The Lord our righteousness, 

Triumphant o'er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace. 

On Zion's sacred height His kingdom He maintains 

And glorious with His saints in light Forever reigns. 

 

5.  The God who reigns on high The great archangels sing, 

And, "Holy, holy, holy!" cry, "Almighty King! 

Who was and is the same And evermore shall be; 

Jehovah, Father, great I AM! We worship Thee!" 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:               Psalm 84:1-5, 7, 10-12  

P: How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
C:  My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 
P:  My heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
C:  Even the sparrow finds a home, a nest for herself, where she may lay her 

young, 
P:  At Your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
C:  Blessed are those who dwell in Your house, ever singing Your praise! 
P:  Blessed are those whose strength is in You, 
C:  In whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
P:  They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God in Zion. 
C:  For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
P:  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 

of wickedness. 
C:  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 
P:  The LORD bestows favor and honor. 
C:  O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  
  

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 13:1-18 
       1 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, 
into the Negeb. 
       2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he journeyed on 
from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there 
Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 5 And Lot, who went with Abram, also had 
flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land could not support both of them dwelling 
together; for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, 7 and there 
was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's 
livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land. 
       8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between 
your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before you? 
Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you 
take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that 
the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like the 

land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. 
Thus they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot 
settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men 
of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD. 
       14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and 
look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 
15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I will 
make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, 
your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of 
the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the 
oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
Fear the LORD, you His saints,  

 for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,  

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Galatians 3:15-18, 27-29 
       15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls 
it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and 
to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to 
one, “And to your offspring,” [Genesis 13:15] who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the 
law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by 
God, so as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no 
longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
 
       27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   



Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Matthew 8:5-13 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 8th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
       5 When [Jesus] had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to 
him, 6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to 
him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For 
I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell 
you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be 
done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “I’m But a Stranger Here”         (LSB # 748) 

 

1.  I'm but a stranger here, Heav'n is my home; 

Earth is a desert drear, Heav'n is my home. 

Danger and sorrow stand Round me on ev'ry hand; 

Heav'n is my fatherland, Heav'n is my home. 

 

2.  What though the tempest rage, Heav'n is my home; 

Short is my pilgrimage, Heav'n is my home; 

And time's wild wintry blast Soon shall be overpast; 

I shall reach home at last, Heav'n is my home. 

 

3.  Therefore I murmur not, Heav'n is my home; 

Whate'er my earthly lot, Heav'n is my home; 

And I shall surely stand There at my Lord's right hand; 

Heav'n is my fatherland, Heav'n is my home. 

 
Sermon:    “A Place to Call HOME” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Communion Hymn:      “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”  
       (LSB # 623, st. 1-2, 4-5)  

 

1. Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 

2.  Give us, who share this wondrous food, Your body broken and Your blood, 

The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n, The certain joys of heirs of heav'n. 

 

3.  One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity, 

Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 

4.  Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day 

When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven's high and holy feast. 

 

 
Second Communion Hymn:   “Jerusalem the Golden”  (LSB # 672) 

 

1.  Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest-- 

The promise of salvation, The place of peace and rest-- 

We know not, oh, we know not What joys await us there; 

The radiancy of glory, The bliss beyond compare! 

 

2.  Within those halls of Zion Sounds forth the joyful song, 

As saints join with the angels and all the martyr throng. 

The Prince is ever with them; The daylight is serene; 

The city of the blessed Shines bright with glorious sheen. 

 

3.  Around the throne of David, The saints, from care released, 

Raise loud their songs of triumph To celebrate the feast. 

They sing to Christ their leader, Who conquered in the fight, 

Who won for them forever  Their gleaming robes of white. 

 

4.  O sweet and blessèd country, The home of God's elect! 

O sweet and blessed country That faithful hearts expect! 

In mercy, Jesus, bring us  To that eternal rest 

With You and God the Father And Spirit, ever blest. 



 
 
Third Communion Hymn:    “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” (LSB # 673) 
 

1.  Jerusalem, my happy home, When shall I come to thee? 

When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys when shall I see? 

 

2.  O happy harbor of the saints, O sweet and pleasant soil! 

In thee no sorrow may be found, No grief, no care, no toil. 

 

3.  Thy gardens and thy gallant walks Continually are green; 

There grow such sweet and pleasant flow'rs As nowhere else are seen. 

 

4.  There trees forevermore bear fruit And evermore do spring; 

There evermore the angels dwell And evermore do sing.  

 

5.  Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below Will join the glorious band. 

 

6.  O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore With all Thy saints above. 
 

 

 

Fourth Communion Hymn:    “Jesus, Lead Thou On”  (LSB # 718) 
 

1.  Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won; And although the way be cheerless, 

We will follow calm and fearless. Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland. 

 

2.   If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faithless fears o'ertake us; 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; For through many a woe To our home we go. 

 

3.   When we seek relief From a long-felt grief, When temptations come alluring, 

Make us patient and enduring. Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more. 

 

4.  Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'nly leader, still direct us, 

Still support, console, protect us, Till we safely stand In our fatherland. 

 
 

 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:     “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”      (LSB # 733) 

 
1.  O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 

2.  Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 

 



 

 

 

3.   Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 

4.  A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 

5.  Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op'ning day. 

 

6. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last And our eternal home! 

 

 

 
+ + + 

 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   James Feddeck 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


