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Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”       
         (LSB # 790, st. 1-4) 

 
1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!  

Let all who hear  Now to His temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2.  Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen  All that is needful has been Sent by His gracious ordaining?  

 

3.  Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

What need or grief  Ever has failed of relief? Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 

4.  Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew  What the Almighty can do As with His love He befriends you. 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:                Psalm 67 

P: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
C:  And make His face to shine upon us,  
P:  That Your way may be known on earth, 
C:  Your saving power among all nations. 
P:  Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C:  Let all the peoples praise You! 
P:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C:  For You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.  
P:  Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
C:  Let all the peoples praise You! 
P:  The earth has yielded its increase; 
C:  God, our God, shall bless us. 
P:  God shall bless us; 
C:  Let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 

 
Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  



  

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Genesis 12:1-9 
       1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
       4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, 
and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people 
that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they 
came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to 
the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there 
an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country 
on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And 
there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram 
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 

Gradual:        
Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing! 

 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Galatians 3:1-9 
       1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus 
Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the 
Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun 
by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in 
vain—if indeed it was in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works 
miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as 
Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” [Genesis 15:6]? 
       7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” [Genesis 12:3]

 9 So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Mark 1:16-20 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
    
       16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, [Jesus] saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And 
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants and followed him. 
 



 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “God Loved the World So That He Gave”       
      (LSB # 571, st. 1-5) 

 

1.  God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

 

2.  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3.  God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven's heirs. 

 

4.  Be of good cheer, for God's own Son Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus' blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 

5.   If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

 
Sermon:    “WHY?!?” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 



 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Communion Hymn:      “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”   
     (LSB #602, st. 1, 4-6; © Richard Resch, 2001)  

 

1. The gifts Christ freely gives He gives to you and me 

To be His Church, His bride, His chosen, saved and free! 

Saints blest with these rich gifts Are children who proclaim 

That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong name. 

 

2. The gifts are there each day The holy Word is read; 

God's children listen, hear, Receive, and they are fed. 

Christ fills them with Himself, Blest words that give them life, 

Restoring and refreshing Them for this world's strife. 

 

 

 

3.  The gifts are in the feast, Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood Remove our ev'ry sin; 

We leave His presence in His peace, renewed again. 

 

4.  All glory to the One Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His Great love by which we live! 

 

 
Second Hymn:   “Praise to You and Adoration”   (LSB # 692) 

 

1.  Praise to You and adoration, Blessed Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may From Your fold or pastures stray, 

But with zeal and joy exceeding Follow where Your steps are leading. 

 

2.  Hold me ever in Your keeping; Comfort me in pain and strife. 

In my laughter and my weeping Be with me throughout my life. 

Give me greater love for You, And my faith and hope renew 

In Your birth, Your life, and passion, In Your death and resurrection. 

 
 
Third Hymn:    “Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion”  (LSB # 559) 
 

1. Oh, how great is Your compassion, Faithful Father, God of grace, 

That with all our fallen race In our depth of degradation 

You had mercy so that we Might be saved eternally! 

 

2.  Your great love for this hath striven That we may, from sin made free, 

Live with You eternally. Your dear Son Himself has given 

And extends His gracious call, To His Supper leads us all. 

 

3.  Firmly to our souls' salvation Witnesses Your Spirit, Lord, 

In Your Sacraments and Word. There He sends true consolation, 

Giving us the gift of faith That we fear not hell nor death. 



 

4.  Lord, Your mercy will not leave me; Ever will Your truth abide. 

Then in You I will confide. Since Your Word cannot deceive me, 

My salvation is to me Safe and sure eternally. 

 

5.  I will praise Your great compassion, Faithful Father, God of grace, 

That with all our fallen race In our depth of degradation 

You had mercy so that we Might be saved eternally. 

 

 

Fourth Communion Hymn:    “Amazing Grace”  (LSB # 744) 
 

1.  Amazing grace--how sweet the sound-- That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 
 

2.  The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 

 

4.  Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven's joy and peace. 

 

5.  When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.  
 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 

Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:     “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”          

    (LSB # 922; © Concordia Publishing House, 1983) 

 

1.  Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 

 In My love’s baptismal river, I have made you Mine forever. 

 Go, My children, with My blessing - You are My own. 

 

2. Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

 Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory, 

 Go My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 

3. Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; 

 Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

 Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.  

 Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

 

4. I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

 I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace: 

 I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

 Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.   



 

 
+ + + 

 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   James Feddeck 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


