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Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:     “God of Our Fathers”          (Lutheran Worship # 501) 
 

1. God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 

Our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

 

2.  Thy love divine has led us in the past, 

In this free land by you our lot is cast; 

Oh, be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay. 

Your word our law, your paths our chosen way. 

 

3.  From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence,  

Make your strong arm our ever sure defense; 

Your true religion in our hearts increase, 

Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

4.  Refresh your people on their toilsome way, 

Lead us from night to never-ending day; 

Fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace, 

Until at last we meet before your face. 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying:  God be merciful to me, a sinner.   

 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen.   

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:                Psalm 33:8-12, 18-21 

P: Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
C:  Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him! 
P:  For He spoke, and it came to be; 
C:  He commanded, and it stood firm. 
P:  The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; 
C:  He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 
P:  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
C:  The plans of His heart to all generations. 
P:  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
C:  The people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 
P:  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
C:  On those who hope in His steadfast love, 
P:  That He may deliver their soul from death 
C:  And keep them alive in famine. 
P:  Our soul waits for the LORD; 
C:  He is our help and our shield.  
P:  For our heart is glad in Him, 
C:  Because we trust in His holy name. 
 



Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 

1.  To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

 Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth 

 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing - 

 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.  
  

2.  To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son we pray; 

 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

 Where you in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high –  
 

3.  For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

 You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

 In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.   

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 

Old Testament Reading:    Malachi 3:1-4 
       1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire 
and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.” 
 

 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

Gradual:        
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 

 To Him be glory forever.  Amen.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Colossians 4:2-6 
       2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same 
time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 
mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which 
is how I ought to speak. 
       5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer 
each person. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Mark 9:42-50 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

 
       42 [Jesus said to His disciples,] “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and 
he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than 
with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone 
will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 
make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 



 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “How Firm a Foundation”        (LSB # 728 st. 1, 4-5) 

 

1.  How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,  

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2.  "When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

 

3.  "Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne." 

 
Sermon:    “SALTY!” 
 
 

Hymn:       “God Bless Our Native Land”         (LSB # 965) 

 

1. God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand 

Through storm and night: When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, O God, our country save By your great might. 

 

2. For her our prayer shall rise To God above the skies;  

On whom we wait; Lord, you are ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye. To you aloud we cry, God save the state! 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

 
P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:    (spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
Sanctus:    (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 



Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:        (sung) 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Communion Hymn:     “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”   (LSB # 610)  

 

1. Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin; 

From worldly passions set me free And make me pure within. 

 

2.  Lord Jesus, think on me, By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be And taste Your promised rest. 

 

3.  Lord Jesus, think on me Amid the battle's strife; 

In all my pain and misery, O be my health and life! 

 

4.  Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity Point out Your chosen way. 

 

5.  Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past, 

I may the eternal brightness see And share Your joy at last. 

 
Second Hymn:   “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” (LSB # 637) 

 

1.  Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2.  He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3.  Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

 
Third Communion Hymn:    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  (LSB # 702) 
 

1. My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary,  

Savior divine. Now hear me while I pray;  

Take all my guilt away;  Oh, let me from this day Be wholly Thine!  

 

2.  May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart;  

My zeal inspire! As Thou hast died for me,  

Oh, may my love to Thee Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!  

 



 

3.  While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread,  

Be Thou my guide; Bid darkness turn to day,  

Wipe sorrow's tears away, Nor let me ever stray From Thee aside.  

 

4.  When ends life's transient dream, When death's cold, sullen stream  

Shall o'er me roll, Blest Savior, then, in love,  

Fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 

 
Fourth Communion Hymn:    “Rock of Ages”  (LSB # 761) 
 

1.  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

 

2.  Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3.  Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

 

4.  While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 
Nunc Dimittis:   (sung) 

O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son; 

All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God triune name resounding Through all eternity.   

 

Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benedicamus: 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    
 
Closing Hymn:     “Lift High the Cross”      (LSB # 837, st. 1, 3, 5) 

 
  Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,  

   Till all the world adore His sacred Name.  

 

1. Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,  

 Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. Refrain. 

 

2. All newborn soldiers of the Crucified  

 Bear on the brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain. 

 

3.  Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

 Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain.  

 
+ + + 

 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   James Feddeck 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 4 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) p. 203-212 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


