
Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Grace Lutheran Church       7:00 pm    April 1, 2021 

 
Prelude:  Chorale Prelude on "Jesus Christus, unser Heiland"    by J.S. Bach 
 

Welcome: 
 
Opening Hymn:  “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”  
           (LSB # 531, st. 1-2) 
 

1. Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! Hail, Thou Galilean King! 

Thou didst suffer to release us; Thou didst free salvation bring. 

Hail, Thou universal Savior, Bearer of our sin and shame! 

By Thy merit we find favor; Life is given through Thy name. 

 

2.  Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, All our sins on Thee were laid; 

By almighty love anointed, Thou hast full atonement made. 

All Thy people are forgiven Through the virtue of Thy blood; 

Opened is the gate of heaven, Reconciled are we with God. 

 
Invocation:   
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit.   
C:  Amen.    
P:  I will go to the altar of God, 
C: To God my exceeding joy. 
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: Who made heaven and earth.   

 
Confession and Absolution:   
P:  During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 
intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil – all that 
prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other.  Since it is 
our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ 
on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, 
it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently 
examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do.  This holy 
Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who 
are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their 
sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.   

 
 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find 
nothing in them but sin and death, from which we are incapable of 
delivering ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had 
mercy on us.  For our benefit He became man so that He might 
fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took 
upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve.   
 So that we may more confidently believe this and be 
strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread and instituted the Sacrament of the Altar.  He who 
would give His blood on the cross for our salvation, gave it also to 
His disciples in order to establish a new covenant with them.   
 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, 
confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in 
Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.   
 We should do all this in remembrance of Him, showing His 
death – that He was delivered for our offenses and raise for our 
justification.  Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our 
cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love 
one another as He has first loved us.  As our Lord on this night 
exemplified by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and 
actions serve one another in love.   
 May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.   
C: Amen. 
P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, 

imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to grant us forgiveness.   

 
[Silence for reflection and self-examination.] 

 
P:  O almighty God, merciful Father,  
ALL:  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me – a poor, 
sinful being.   



 
 
P:   God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my 

forgiveness by God’s? 
C: Yes. 
P: Let it be done for you as you believe.   
P:  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son+ and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:   Deuteronomy 16:1-8 
       1 “Observe the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the LORD 
your God, for in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you 
out of Egypt by night. 2 And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to 
the LORD your God, from the flock or the herd, at the place that the 
LORD will choose, to make his name dwell there. 3 You shall eat no 
leavened bread with it. Seven days you shall eat it with unleavened 
bread, the bread of affliction—for you came out of the land of Egypt in 
haste—that all the days of your life you may remember the day when 
you came out of the land of Egypt. 4 No leaven shall be seen with you 
in all your territory for seven days, nor shall any of the flesh that you 
sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain all night until morning. 
5 You may not offer the Passover sacrifice within any of your towns 
that the LORD your God is giving you, 6 but at the place that the 
LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell in it, there you 
shall offer the Passover sacrifice, in the evening at sunset, at the time 
you came out of Egypt. 7 And you shall cook it and eat it at the place 
that the LORD your God will choose. And in the morning you shall 
turn and go to your tents. 8 For six days you shall eat unleavened bread, 
and on the seventh day there shall be a solemn assembly to the LORD 
your God. You shall do no work on it.”   
 
  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     

 

Epistle Reading:    1 Corinthians 10:16-17   
       16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the 
blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are 
one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 
 

  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     

 
Gospel Reading:   Mark 14:12-25 
       12 And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed 
the Passover lamb, [Jesus’] disciples said to him, “Where will you 
have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13 And he sent two 
of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying 
a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, say 
to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 And he will 
show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for 
us.” 16 And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as 
he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 
       17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And as they 
were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one 
of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They began to be 
sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20 He said to 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into  
the dish with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but 
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 
been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
       22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke 
it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took 
a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 
drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink 
again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     



 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:     “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” 
    (LSB # 623) 
 

1. Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray  

That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine 

Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 

2.  Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 

The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n, 

The certain joys of heirs of heav'n. 

 

3.  By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 

All that You are we here receive, 

And all we are to You we give. 

 

4. One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 

Proclaim Your love until You come 

To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 

5.  Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 

When each will be Your welcomed guest 

In heaven's high and holy feast. 

 
Sermon:    “A MEAL with MEANING” 

 
Prayer of the Church:      

(Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

  

 
Preface:   (spoken) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
 



Agnus Dei:   (sung) 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
First Communion Hymn:     “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”   
     (LSB # 619; © Concordia Publishing House, 1941)
  

1.  Thy body, give’n for me, O Savior,  

 Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,  

 These are my life and strength for ever,  

 By them my hungry soul is fed. 

 

Refrain: Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

  Be for my soul the highest good!   

 

2.  With Thee, Lord, I am now united;  

 I live in Thee and Thou in me. 

 No sorrow fills my soul, delighted 

 It finds its only joy in Thee.  Refrain: 

 

3.  Who can condemn me now? For surely, 

 The Lord is night, who justifies. 

 No hell I fear, and thus securely 

 With Jesus I to heaven rise.  Refrain: 

 

4. My heart has now become Thy dwelling. 

 O blessed, holy Trinity.   

 With angels I, Thy praises telling, 

 Shall live in joy eternally.  Refrain: 

 
Second Hymn:     “The Church’s One Foundation”      (LSB # 644) 
 

1.  The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation By water and the Word. 

From heav'n He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

 

 

2.  Elect from ev'ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses With ev'ry grace endued. 

 

3.  Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 

 

4.  Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face. 

 
Post-Communion Collect:   

P:  O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a 
remembrance of Your Passion.  Grant that we may so 
receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the 
fruits of Your redemption may be continually manifest in us; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Stripping of the Altar:      
    The pastor and altar guild members now strip the altar and clear the 
chancel area of all paraments and furnishings.  This is to symbolize the 
extent of Christ’s service on behalf of others – as He was stripped of His 
clothes, dignity, and then very life.  This prepares the church, and our 
hearts, for the solemn service of Good Friday.  Tonight’s service ends 
without a Benediction, because the worship of our Lord continues 
tomorrow night in that worship service remembering His death on the 
cross.   
     The congregation exits the sanctuary tonight following the Pastor.   

 
Postlude:    "Jesus Christus unser Heiland"    by Dietrich Buxtehude 


