
 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter  
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
April 18, 2021 

 
Welcome:      

 
Opening Hymn:       “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”   
   (LSB # 474, st. 1,3-5; © Augsburg Publishing House, 1968) 
 

1.  Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light!  

 Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

2.  Jesus the vine, We are the branches; Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Gift of the future now flowing to me. 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

3. Weeping be gone; Sorrow, be silent: Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

4. City of God, Easter forever, Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,  

 River of Life, Saints and archangels, Sing with creation to God the I AM! 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

 
 
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for his sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:               Psalm 38:9-15, 21-22 

P: O Lord, all my longing is before You; 
C:  My sighing is not hidden from You. 
P:  My heart throbs; my strength fails me, 
C:  And the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me. 
P:  My friends and companions stand aloof from my plague, 
C: And my nearest kin stand far off. 
P:  Those who seek my life lay their snares; 
C:  Those who seek my hurt speak of ruin and meditate treachery all day 

long. 
P:  But I am like a deaf man; I do not hear, 
C:  Like a mute man who does not open his mouth. 
P:  I have become like a man who does not hear, 
C:  And in whose mouth are no rebukes. 
P:  But for You, O LORD, do I wait; 
C:  It is You, O Lord my God, who will answer. 
P:  Do not forsake me, O LORD! 
C:  O my God, be not far from me! 
P:  Make haste to help me, 
C:  O Lord, my salvation! 
 
 



 

 
Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise:  (sung) 
 Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

[Refrain] 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

[Refrain] 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. [Refrain] 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.  [Final Refrain] 

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   

 
Old Testament Reading:    Isaiah 35:3-6 

3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 

 

 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

  
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        
Christ has risen from the dead. 

 God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 

He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

 He has put all things under His feet.   

 
Epistle Reading:   Romans 8:18-23 
       18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 

 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   Mark 7:31-37 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 7th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 



 

 

 
       31 Then [Jesus] returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf and 
had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him 
aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his 
tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 And 
Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things 
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 
Nicene Creed: 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  
 very God of very God, begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
 incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered and was buried.  
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
 ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets.  
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
 come. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “O Son of God, in Galilee”   (LSB # 841; © LBW, 1978) 

 
1.  O Son of God in Galilee You made the deaf to hear, 

The mute to speak, the blind to see, O blessed Lord, be near. 

 

2.  O listen to the silent prayer Of Your afflicted ones. 

O, bid them cast on You their care, Your grace to them make known. 

 

3.  The speechless tongue, the lifeless ear You can restore, O Lord; 

Your, “Ephphatha,” O Savior dear, Can instant help afford. 

 

4.  Meanwhile to them the list’ning ear Of steadfast faith impart, 

And let Your Word bring light and cheer To ev’ry troubled heart. 

 

5.  Then in Your promised happy land, Each loss will prove a gain, 

All myst’ries we shall understand, For You will make them plain. 

 
Sermon:    “There’s a New Sheriff in Town!” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 



 

 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread and drink this 

cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  
“Take, eat; this is My +body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my +blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:       (sung) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 

 
First Hymn:     “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”  (LSB # 618; © CPH, 1941)  

 
1.  I come, O Savior, to Thy Table, For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able To satisfy and make me whole: 

Refrain: Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

2.  Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; So I, a sinner, come to Thee.  [Refrain] 

 

3.  Unworthy though I am, O Savior Because I have a sinful heart, 

 Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, For thou my faithful Shepherd art.   [Refrain] 

 

4.  Weary am I and heavy laden, With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously, and gladden My heart, for I am now Thy guest.   [Refrain] 

 

5.  What higher gift can we inherit? It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

 It is the strength of heart and spirit, The covenant of hope and grace.    [Refrain]   

 
Second Hymn:     “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”          (LSB # 528, st. 1-5,7) 

 
1.  Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer's praise, The glories of my 

God and King, The triumphs of His grace!  

 

2.  My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim,  

 To spread through all the earth abroad The honors of Thy name.  

 

3.  Jesus! the name that charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease;  

 'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 'Tis life, and health, and peace.  

 

4.  He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin, He sets the prisoner free;  

 His blood can make the foulest clean, His blood availed for me.  

 

5.  Look unto Him, ye nations; own Your God, ye fallen race. 

 Look and be saved through faith alone, Be justified by grace.   

 



 

 
6.  To God all glory, praise and love Be now and ever giv’n 

 By saints below and saints above, The church in earth and heav’n.  

 
Third Communion Hymn:    “This Joyful Eastertide”  (LSB # 482) 

 
1. This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!  

My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow:  

Refrain:  Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst His three-day prison,  

  Our faith had been in vain; But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;  

  But now has Christ arisen! 

 

2.  Death's flood has lost its chill Since Jesus crossed the river;  

Lover of souls, from ill My passing soul deliver:   [Refrain]  

 

3.  My flesh in hope shall rest And for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west  Shall wake the dead in number:  [Refrain] 

 
Post-Communion Canticle:  (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.   

Alleluia, alleluia.   

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
 

 
 
Closing Hymn:      “Word of God, Come Down to Earth”     

     (LSB # 545, st. 1-3; © James Quinn) 
 

1.  Word of God, come down on earth, Living rain from heaven descending; 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

2.  Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation,  

Word that came from heaven to die, Crucified for our salvation,  

Saving Word, the world restoring, Speak to us, your love outpouring. 

 

3.  Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 

 Deaf we are; our healer be; Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 

 Be our Word in pity spoken, Heal the world, by sin now broken.   

 

 

 

 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:   Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship:  Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service Book 
    (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


