
 

The Second Sunday after Easter  
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
April 11, 2021 

 
Welcome:      

 
Opening Hymn:     “Crown Him with Many Crowns”         
    (LSB # 525, st. 1, 3-5) 
 

1. Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav'nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,  

 And hail Him as thy matchless King Through all eternity. 

 

2.  Crown Him the Lord of Love, Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 

But down-ward bends their wond'ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 

 

3.  Crown Him the Lord of Life, Who triumphed o'er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

 

4.  Crown Him the Lord of heav'n, Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the King to whom is giv'n The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is King of all. 

 
Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution:    

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:             Psalm 27:1-2, 4-6 

P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
C:  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 

afraid? 
P:  When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
C:  My adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
P:  One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
C:  That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of 

my life,  
P:  To gaze upon the beauty of the LORD  
C:  And to inquire in His temple. 
P:  For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; 
C:  He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift 

me high upon a rock. 
P: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all 

around me, 
C:  And I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 



 

 
Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise:  (sung) 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. [Refrain] 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and 

glory are His. [Refrain] 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. [Refrain] 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.   

 [Final Refrain] 

 
Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.   
 P:  Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the 

Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our 
life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever. 

 C:  Amen.   

First Reading:    Acts 4:32-35 
       32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was 
his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power 
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at 
the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
  
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 

He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

 He has put all things under His feet.   

 

Epistle Reading:   1 John 1:1-2:2 
   1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made 
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 
3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 
you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete. 
        5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 



 

 
   2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Gospel Reading:   John 20:19-29 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   

 
       19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
       24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the  
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.” 
       26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 

 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “O Sons and Daughters of the King”  
    (LSB # 470, st. 1, 5-8) 

 
1.  O sons and daughters of the King,  

 Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave hath lost its sting! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 

2.  When Thomas first the tidings heard  

 That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples' word. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 

3.  "My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be." Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 

 



 

 

 

4.  No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

"You are my Lord and God!" he cried. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 

5.  How blest are they that have not seen  

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 
Sermon:    “Overcoming Darkness” 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 
 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Canticle:   (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 

thanksgiving.   

Alleluia, alleluia.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    

 
Closing Hymn:     “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”     (LSB # 914) 
 

1. Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten Radiance of the Father’s face 

 Word made flesh, who lived among us Full of truth and full of grace. 

Shine upon our human darkness; 

 Pierce the night that shrouds our race. 

 

2. Word eternal, through Your being God created all we see, 

 When the empty spaces echoed  With the Father’s, “Let there be…” 

 Light and life burst from the glorious Power of Your majesty! 

 

3.  Still Your brooding Spirit hovers Over chaos dark and deep, 

 Calling out with invitation:  “Rise awaken from your sleep; 

 Christ the Lord will shine upon  

 And from death your soul shall keep.” 

 

4.  Come, Lord Jesus, by Your Spirit In our hearts Your work begin, 

 Bring the healing restoration Of your image lost by sin; 

 From Your fullness all receiving  Grace on grace, new life within!   

 

 

+ + + 
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