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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
March 21, 2021 

 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:    “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”    (LSB # 435) 
 

1. Come to Calv'ry's holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2.  Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white;  

 Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

3.  Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4.  They that drink shall live forever; 'Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when He was glorified. 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   (congregation may kneel) 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   
 
 

Psalm:             Psalm 89:1-2, 46-52 

P: I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 
C:  With my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all 

generations. 
P:  For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 
C:  In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 
P:  How long, O LORD? Will You hide Yourself forever? 
C:  How long will Your wrath burn like fire? 
P:  Remember how short my time is! 
C:  For what vanity You have created all the children of man! 
P:  What man can live and never see death? 
C:  Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?  
P:  Lord, where is Your steadfast love of old, 
C:  Which by Your faithfulness You swore to David? 
P:  Remember, O Lord, how Your servants are mocked, 
C:  And how I bear in my heart the insults of all the many 

nations, 
P:  With which Your enemies mock, O LORD, 
C:  With which they mock the footsteps of Your anointed. 
P:  Blessed be the LORD forever! 
C:  Amen and Amen. 
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Kyrie:  (spoken) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Genesis 15:1-6 
       1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a 
member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of 
the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very 
own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

 
Gradual:        

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfector of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.   

 

 

Epistle Reading:   Hebrews 10:32-11:2 
       32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 
endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly 
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with 
those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you 
joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that 
you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore 
do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God you may receive what is promised. 37 For, 

“Yet a little while,  
    and the coming one will come and will not delay; 

38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, 
    and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”  

[Hab. 2:3-4] 
 

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of 
those who have faith and preserve their souls. 
      1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their 
commendation.  
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

Lenten Verse:  (stand and sing) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
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Gospel Reading:   Mark 15:21-32 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 15th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

       21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to 
carry [Jesus’] cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and 
divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide 
what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified 
him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King 
of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 
right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down 
from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked 
him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that 
we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
reviled him. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 
 
 
Sermon Hymn:      “I Know My Faith Is Founded”  (LSB # 587) 

 
1.  I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand on His sure Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts in human wisdom Relies on shifting ground. 

God's Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure; 

And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure. 

 

2.  Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day 

To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with You beside me, I shall be undismayed; 

And led by Your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow; 

Then I shall bid defiance To ev'ry evil foe. 

 

3. In faith, Lord, let me serve You; though persecution, grief, and pain 

Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain; 

And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to You, 

Your riches to inherit As all You said holds true.  

In life and death, Lord, keep me Until Your heav'n I gain, 

Where I by Your great mercy The end of faith attain. 

 
Sermon:   “SEEING is BELIEVING?!?” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
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Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Agnus Dei:      “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”          (LSB # 434, st. 1) 

 
 Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Communion Hymn:    “O Christ, You Walked the Road”  
    (LSB # 424, © 1997 GIA Publications Inc.) 
 

1.  O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

 You faced with us temptation’s pow’r And fought our ancient foe. 

 

2. No bread of earth alone Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 

 Lord, help us seek Your living Word, the food your grace imparts. 

 

3.  No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above. 

 Lord, help us place our trust alone In Your unswerving love.  

 

4.  When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine, 

 Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; Our wills with yours align. 

 

5.  O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

 Stay with us through temptation’s hour To fight our ancient foe.   
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Second Communion Hymn:    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
      (LSB # 702) 

 

1.  My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary,  

Savior divine. Now hear me while I pray;  

Take all my guilt away;  Oh, let me from this day  

Be wholly Thine!  

 

2.  May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart;  

My zeal inspire! As Thou hast died for me,  

Oh, may my love to Thee Pure, warm, and changeless be,  

A living fire!  

 

3.  While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread,  

Be Thou my guide; Bid darkness turn to day,  

Wipe sorrow's tears away, Nor let me ever stray  

From Thee aside.  

 

4.  When ends life's transient dream, When death's cold, sullen stream  

Shall o'er me roll, Blest Savior, then, in love,  

Fear and distrust remove; O bear me safe above,  

A ransomed soul! 
 

 

 

Third Communion Hymn:    “The Old Rugged Cross” 
  (The Other Songbook # 220; © George Bennard, 1941) 
 

1.   On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

 The emblem of suffering and shame; 

 And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

 For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 

   Refrain:        

 So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

 Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

 I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

 And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

 

 

2.   O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

 Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

 For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 

 To bear it to dark Calvary. 

   Refrain: 

 

3.   In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

 A wondrous beauty I see, 

 For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

 To pardon and sanctify me. 

   Refrain: 

 

4.   To the old rugged cross I will ever be true; 

 Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

 Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 

 Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

   Refrain: 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: “Feed Thy Children”    (LSB # 774) 

Feed Thy children, God most holy: Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 

O Thou Bread of Life from Heaven, Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, May our souls in graces flourish 

Till with saints in heav’nly splendor At Thy feast due thanks we render.   

 

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
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Closing Hymn:     “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”    
  (LSB # 643; © World Library Publications 1964) 

 

1.  Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing, 

 The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

 The Supper is ended. O now be extended  

 The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,  

 Shall blossom in action for God and for all.  

 His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 

 To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2.  With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living, 

 The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

 Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 

 Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

 With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us; 

 Unite us as one in this life that we share.  

 Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

 Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.   

 

 

 

+ + + 

 
 

 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


