
1 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
March 14, 2021 

 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:    “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”       
    (LSB # 940, st. 1-2, 4-5) 
 

1. Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 

All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in heav'n above adore Thee. 

Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign. 

 

2.  Hark! the glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising; 

Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising, 

Fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

 

3.  Thou art King of glory, Christ; Son of God, yet born of Mary. 

For us sinners sacrificed, As to death a Tributary, 

First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav'n to faith. 

 

4. Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee While we own the mystery. 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   (congregation may kneel) 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 

 
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   
 

 
Psalm:              Psalm 11 

P: In the LORD I take refuge; how can you say to my soul, 
C:  “Flee like a bird to your mountain, 
P:  For behold, the wicked bend the bow; 
C:  They have fitted their arrow to the string to shoot in the 

dark at the upright in heart; 
P:  If the foundations are destroyed, 
C:  What can the righteous do?” 
P:  The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD's throne is in 

heaven; 
C:  His eyes see, His eyelids test the children of man. 
P:  The LORD tests the righteous, 
C: But His soul hates the wicked and the one who loves 

violence. 
P:  Let Him rain coals on the wicked; 
C:  Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion 

of their cup. 
P:  For the LORD is righteous; He loves righteous deeds; 
C:  The upright shall behold His face. 
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Kyrie:  (spoken) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Malachi 3:1-6 
       1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; 
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's 
fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 
4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
       5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift 
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his 
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me,” says the LORD of hosts. 

 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 

 
Gradual:        

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfector of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.   

 

 

Epistle Reading:   Revelation 21:1-4, 22-25 
        1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
 
       22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 

Lenten Verse:  (stand and sing) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
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Gospel Reading:   Mark 11:12-26 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 11th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

       11 And [Jesus] entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And 
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he 
went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
       12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was 
hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if 
he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no 
one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 
       15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began 
to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and 
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those 
who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything 
through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, 
“Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief 
priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, 
for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his 
teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of the city. 
       20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 
away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, 
look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered 
them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in 
his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be 
done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever 
you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so 
that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 

 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 
 
 
Sermon Hymn:      “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”  
  (LSB # 624, st. 1-3, 5-6; © Chad Bird 1997, 2003) 

 
1.  The infant Priest was holy born For us unholy and forlorn; 

 From fleshly temple forth came He, Anointed from eternity. 

 

2.  This great High Priest in human flesh  

 Was icon of God’s righteousness. 

 His hallowed touch brought sanctity; His hand removed impurity. 

 

3. The holy Lamb undaunted came To God’s own altar lit with flame; 

    While weeping angels hid their eyes, this Priest became a sacrifice.  

 

4.  The veil is torn, our Priest we see, As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive The bread of immortality.  

 

5. The body of God’s Lamb we eat, A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours  

 His quenching blood that life restores. 
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Sermon:   “Temple of Doom” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
 
 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei:      “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”          (LSB # 434, st. 1) 

 
 Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Hymn:    “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”  
   (LSB # 622, st. 1,4,6) 

 
1.  Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared This feast for our salvation; 

It is Your body and Your blood, And at Your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed,  

We come to You for needed rest, For comfort, and for pardon. 

 

2.  We eat this bread and drink this cup,  

Your precious Word believing 

That Your true body and Your blood Our lips are here receiving. 

This word remains forever true,  

 All things are possible with You, For You are Lord Almighty. 
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3.  Lord, I believe what You have said;  

 Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me. 

Your Supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears And is my priceless treasure. 

 
 

Second Hymn:    “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
            (LSB # 637)  
 

1.  Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2.  He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav'nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3.  Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

  
 

Third Communion Hymn:    “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 
  (LSB # 617; © Concordia Publishing House, 1941) 
 

1. O Lord, we praise Thee, Bless Thee, and adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 

O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: 

O Lord, have mercy! 

 

 

 

2.  Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more is made: 

O Lord, have mercy. 

 

3.  May God bestow on us His grace and favor  

To please Him with our behavior 

And live as brethren here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heavenly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: 

O Lord, have mercy! 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: “Feed Thy Children”    (LSB # 774) 

Feed Thy children, God most holy: Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 

O Thou Bread of Life from Heaven, Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, May our souls in graces flourish 

Till with saints in heav’nly splendor At Thy feast due thanks we render.   

 

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
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Closing Hymn:     “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”    (LSB # 919) 

 

1.  Abide, O dearest Jesus, Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2.  Abide, O dear Redeemer, Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter True peace and joy afford. 

 

3.  Abide with heav'nly brightness Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us From error's gloomy night. 

 

4.  Abide with richest blessings Among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom Grow daily through Your Word. 

 

5.  Abide with Your protection Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us And overcome at length. 

 

6.  Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us To reach our home above. 

 

 

 

+ + + 

 
 

 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


