
Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
Grace Lutheran Church       7:00 pm    February 17, 2021 

 
As We Gather:   
       Ash Wednesday marks the start of the 40 days of Lent – a season of 
repentance and reflection as we meditate on Christ.   
       This year we will be focusing on “The PASSION of Jesus in Mark” – as 
we see Jesus heading to the cross – and leading us to follow. Tonight we begin 
by looking at the start of Jesus’ public ministry and His call for all of us to 
repent and believe.   
 
Prelude: "Jesu Leiden, Pein und Tod"  by Johann Caspar Volger 

 
 
Welcome: 
 
Opening Hymn:  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”   
          (LSB # 440 st. 1,4-5) 
 

1. Jesus, I will ponder now On Your holy passion; 

With Your Spirit me endow For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 

Of Your suff'ring, pain, and death That I may not perish. 

 

2.  Grant that I Your passion view With repentant grieving, 

Let me not bring shame to You By unholy living. 

How could I refuse to shun Ev'ry sinful pleasure 

Since for me God's only Son Suffered without measure? 

 

3.  If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, God must have compassion! 

 

 

Invocation:   
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit.   
C:  Amen.    

 
P:  I will go to the altar of God, 
C: to God my exceeding joy. 
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: Who made heaven and earth.   

 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 1:16-20 
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

    remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 17learn to do good; 

seek justice, correct oppression; 
bring justice to the fatherless, 
    plead the widow's cause. 

18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
    they shall become like wool. 

19 If you are willing and obedient, 
    you shall eat the good of the land; 

20 but if you refuse and rebel, 
    you shall be eaten by the sword; 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     

 

 

Epistle Reading:     2 Corinthians 7:9-10   
       9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you 
were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you 
suffered no loss through us. 
       10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.  
 

  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     



 

Gospel Reading:    Mark 1:12-15 
       12 The Spirit immediately drove [Jesus] out into the wilderness. 
13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 
him. 
       14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 
  P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C:  Thanks be to God.     

 
 
Children’s Message: 
 
 
Sermon Hymn:     “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All” 
    (LSB # 613, st. 1-2) 
 

1. To Thee, omniscient Lord of all, In grief and shame I humbly call; 

I see my sins against Thee, Lord,  

The sins of thought and deed and word. 

They press me sore; I cry to Thee: O God, be merciful to me! 

 

2.  O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray; O cast me not in wrath away! 

Let Thy good Spirit ne'er depart,  

But let Him draw to Thee my heart 

That truly penitent I be: O God, be merciful to me! 

 

 

Sermon:    “A Prescription of Pain and Promise” 
 
 
Corporate Confession and Absolution: (Kneel) 

P:  During this Lenten season we hear our Lord’s call to intensify 

our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents us 

from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention 

to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is proper that 

we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy 

Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who 

are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, 

fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.  

 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find 

nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of 

delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy 

on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us 

the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself 

our sin and the punishment we deserve.  

 So that we may more confidently believe this and be 

strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ has 

instituted the Sacrament of the Altar, in which He gives His body for 

us to eat.  He who shed His blood for us, giving Himself unto death, 

also offers us His blood in this Sacrament.  Through it He establishes 

a new covenant, which grants us forgiveness and everlasting 

salvation.   

 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, 

confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in 

Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.  

 We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His 

death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our 

justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our 

cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one 

another as He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, 

even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one 

cup. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in 

deed and in truth.  

 May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.  

C: Amen.  

 

P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, 

imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus 

Christ, to grant us forgiveness.  

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 



 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 

of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.  

C: Amen.  

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son+ and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

 
Imposition of Ashes:    

Putting on ashes is an outward sign of inward repentance and humility.  

The ashes are placed on in the shape of a cross – to point us to Christ who 

takes upon Himself our sins and mortality, that we might be forgiven 

through His blood.  Ashes can be placed on the forehead or the back of the 

hand.  Please use social distancing concerns when coming forward. 

 
Preface: 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My 
+body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of 
Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my 
+blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
First Communion Hymn:     “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”      

     (LSB # 606)  
 

1.  I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

 



 

2.  I lay my wants on Jesus; All fulness dwells in Him; 

He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3.  I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 

 

 
Second Communion Hymn:     “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”   
        (LSB # 419, st. 1-3)  
 

1.  Savior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow the adoring knee; 

When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe Suffered once for us below, 

Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 

 

2.  By Thy helpless infant years, By Thy life of want and tears, 

By Thy days of deep distress In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour Of the insulting tempter's pow'r, 

Turn, O turn a fav'ring eye; Hear our penitential cry! 

 

3.  By thine hour of dire despair, By thine agony of prayer, 

By the cross, the nail, the thorn,  

Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies O'er the dreadful sacrifice, 

Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry! 

 
Prayer of the Church:      
         
Blessing:   

P:  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.  Go in peace. 

C:  Amen.   
 

 
Closing Hymn:     “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” 
          (LSB # 418, © Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978) 

 

1.  Lord, who throughout these forty days  

 You prayed and kept the fast; 

 Inspire repentance for our sin,  

 And free us from our past. 

 

2.  You strove with Satan and You won;  

 Your faithfulness endured;  

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust  

 In God’s eternal Word. 

 

3.  Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 

 And fixed Your mind above;  

So teach us to deny ourselves 

 Since we have known God’s love. 

 

4.  Be with us through this season, Lord 

 And all our earthly days, 

 That when the final Easter dawns, 

 We join in heaven’s praise.   

 

 

Postlude: "Vater Unser im Himmelreich"  by Dietrich Buxtehude  
 
 
 

+ + + 
 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship: Corporate Confession and Absolution  
   (p. 290-291 of the Lutheran Service Book) and 
   Divine Service  Setting 4  
   (p. 203-212 of the Lutheran Service Book) 


