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The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
February 7, 2021 

 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:        “How Great Thou Art”      (LSB # 801, st. 1-3) 
 

1. O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee; 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee; 

How great thou art! How great thou art! 

 

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 

 

3.  And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain] 

 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:             Psalm 27:7-9, 11, 14 

P: Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
C:  Be gracious to me and answer me! 
P:  You have said, “Seek my face.” 
C:  My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
P:  Hide not Your face from me. 
C:  Turn not Your servant away in anger, 
P:  O You who have been my help. 
C:  Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
P:  Teach me Your way, O LORD, 
C:  And lead me on a level path 
P:  Wait for the LORD;  
C:  Be strong,  
P:  And let your heart take courage;  
C:  Wait for the LORD! 
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Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Deuteronomy 29:1-9 
       1 These are the words of the covenant that the LORD commanded 
Moses to make with the people of Israel in the land of Moab, besides 
the covenant that he had made with them at Horeb. 
       2  And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: “You have seen 
all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to 

Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 3 the great trials that 
your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. 4 But to this day the 
LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to 
hear. 5 I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have 
not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. 
6 You have not eaten bread, and you have not drunk wine or strong 
drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God. 7 And when 
you came to this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the king of 
Bashan came out against us to battle, but we defeated them. 8 We took 
their land and gave it for an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, 
and the half-tribe of the Manassites. 9 Therefore keep the words of this 
covenant and do them, that you may prosper in all that you do.”   
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:       [Ps. 117:1-2a; 96:8] 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol Him, all peoples! 

For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.   

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

 Bring an offering, and come into His courts!   

 
Epistle Reading:   1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
       6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a 
new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not 
with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading:   Mark 8:11-26 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 8th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

        11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from 
him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit 
and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, 
no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, got into 
the boat again, and went to the other side. 
       14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf 
with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 16 And 
they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 
17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the 
fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? 
Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having 
ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the 
five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the 
seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces 
did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said to 
them, “Do you not yet understand?” 
         22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a 
blind man and begged him to touch him. 23 And he took the blind man 
by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit on his 
eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 
24 And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like trees, 
walking.” 25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened 
his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 And 
he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:      “One Thing’s Needful”   (LSB # 536 st. 1-3) 

 
1.  One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure  

Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard! 

Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 

No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 

This one thing is needful; all others are vain-- 

I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 

 

2.  How were Mary’s thoughts devoted Her eternal joy to find 

As intent each word she noted At her Savior’s feet reclined! 

How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling 

While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing! 

All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord 

And found her contentment in hearing His Word. 

 

3.  Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, Jesus, is revealed in You. 

Let me find in You my pleasure, And my wayward will subdue, 

Humility there and simplicity reigning. 

In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training. 

If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine, 

The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine. 
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Sermon:   “Cats, Bread, and Blindness” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei:   (sung) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 

First Hymn:    “Just as I Am, without One Plea”  (LSB # 570) 
 

1.  Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2.  Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3.  Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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4.  Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5.  Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6.  Just as I am; thy love unknown 

Has broken ev'ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

 

 
Second Hymn:     “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
     (LSB # 849, © 1987 Hope Publishing Co.) 
 

1. Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light. 

Praise the One who frees the pris'ners, Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the gospel, Healing ev'ry dread disease, 

Calming storms and feeding thousands With the very bread of peace. 

 

2.  Praise the One who blessed the children  

 With a strong yet gentle word. 

Praise the One who drove out demons  

 With a piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water To the desert's burning sand. 

From this well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

 

3.  Praise the One true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose for many That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory; Praise the One who makes us one. 

 

 

 
 
Third Communion Hymn:    “O Christ, You Walked the Road”  
    (LSB # 424, © 1997 GIA Publications Inc.) 
 

1.  O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

 You faced with us temptation’s pow’r And fought our ancient foe. 

 

2. No bread of earth alone Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 

 Lord, help us seek Your living Word, the food your grace imparts. 

 

3.  No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above. 

 Lord, help us place our trust alone In Your unswerving love.  

 

4.  When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine, 

 Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; Our wills with yours align. 

 

5.  O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

 Stay with us through temptation’s hour To fight our ancient foe.   

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

 
 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
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Closing Hymn:    “Beautiful Savior”  (LSB # 537) 

 
1.  Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  

Son of God and Son of Man!  

Truly I'd love Thee, Truly I'd serve Thee,  

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.  

 

2.  Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  

Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;  

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;  

He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.  

 

3.  Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  

Bright the sparkling stars on high;  

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  

Than all the angels in the sky.  

 

4.  Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man!  

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


