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The First Sunday in Lent 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
February 21, 2021 

 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:        “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”   (LSB # 423) 
 

1. Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2.  Do we pass that cross unheeding,  

 Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding,  

See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us  

 Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace hath taught us  

Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

 

3.  Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:              Psalm 22:23-28 

P: You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you offspring of 
Jacob, glorify Him, 

C:  And stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel! 
P:  For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the 

afflicted, 
C:  And He has not hidden His face from him, but has heard, 

when he cried to Him. 
P:  From You comes my praise in the great congregation; 
C:  My vows I will perform before those who fear Him. 
P:  The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
C:  Those who seek Him shall praise the LORD! 
P:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the 

LORD, 
C:  And all the families of the nations shall worship before 

You. 
P:  For kingship belongs to the LORD, 
C:  And He rules over the nations. 
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Kyrie:  (spoken) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 53:1-6 
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:        

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfector of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.   

 

 
Epistle Reading:   Romans 5:1-8 
       1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
       6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 

Lenten Verse:  (stand and sing) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 



3 

 

 

Gospel Reading:   Mark 8:27-38 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 8th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

       27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, 
Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 
30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
       31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this 
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.” 
       34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, 
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For 
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   

  
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
 
Children’s Message: 

 
 
Sermon Hymn:      “Go to Dark Gethsemane”   (LSB # 436, st. 1-3) 

 
1.  Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow'r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

2.  Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;  

 learn from him to bear the cross. 

 

3.  Calv'ry’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 
 

Sermon:   “ONE LIFE TO LIVE GIVE” 
 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
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Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei:      “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”    (LSB # 434) 

 
1.  Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 

 

2.  Lamb of God, pure and holy. Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 

 

3.  Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us: 

Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O, Jesus! 

  

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Communion Hymn:    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   
     (LSB # 425) 

 
1.  When I survey the wondrous cross  

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 
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2.  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

3.  See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4.  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 

 
Second Communion Hymn:     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
        (LSB # 427) 
 

1. In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2.  When the woes of life o'ertake me, Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

3.  When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day. 

 

4.  Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the Cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure,  

Joys that through all time abide. 

 

 

Third Hymn:   “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”    
    (LSB # 560) 
 

1. Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blessed 

With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

 

2.  Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 

Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 

Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

3.  Wash me and take away each stain; 

Let nothing of my sin remain. 

For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

4.  And then for work to do for Thee, 

Which shall so sweet a service be 

That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come. 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: “Feed Thy Children”    (LSB # 774) 

 

Feed Thy children, God most holy: Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 

O Thou Bread of Life from Heaven, Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, May our souls in graces flourish 

Till with saints in heav’nly splendor At Thy feast due thanks we render.   

 

 

Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
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Closing Hymn:     “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake” 
      (LSB # 688, st. 1, 3-5) 

 
1.  Come, follow Me," the Savior spake, "All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake, Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate'er betide,  

 Take my example for your guide. 

 

2.  "My heart abounds in lowliness, My soul with love is glowing; 

And gracious words My lips express, With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,  

 To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 

3.  "I teach you how to shun and flee  

 What harms your soul's salvation, 

Your heart from ev'ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation. 

I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav'nly goal." 

 

4. Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word, In suff'ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle's strain  

 The crown of heav'nly life obtain. 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  Oziah Wales 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


