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The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
January 24, 2021 

 

Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:   “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”  
    (LSB # 901, st. 1-4) 
 

1. Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

2.  Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav'n on earth must be. 

To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now! 

 

3.  Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

 

4.  Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe'er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o'er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in the strife. 

 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:            Psalm 104:1, 5, 10-14, 16-17, 24 

P: Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
C:  O LORD my God, You are very great! 
P:  He set the earth on its foundations, 
C:  So that it should never be moved. 
P:  You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
C:  They give drink to every beast of the field; 
P:  Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; 
C:  They sing among the branches. 
P:  From Your lofty abode You water the mountains; 
C:  The earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your work. 
P:  You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for 

man to cultivate, 
C:  That he may bring forth food from the earth 
P:  The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, 
C:  In them the birds build their nests; 
P:  O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 
C:  In wisdom have You made them all; the earth is full of 

Your creatures. 
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Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis:  (sung) 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Old Testament Reading:   Ezekiel 17:22-24 
       22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty 
top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of 
its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it 
may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And 
under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds 
of every sort will nest. 24 And all the trees of the field shall know that I 
am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, 
dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I 
have spoken, and I will do it.” 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
Gradual:       [Ps. 117:1-2a; 96:8] 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol Him, all peoples! 

For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.   

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

 Bring an offering, and come into His courts!   

 

Epistle Reading:   1 Corinthians 3:5-9 
       5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you 
believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 
anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he 
who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his 
labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's 
building. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading:   Mark 4:26-32 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 4th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

         26 And [Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the 
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by 
itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest 
has come.” 
       30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the 
garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
 
Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:       “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”  
     (LSB # 577) 

 

1.  Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

 Like seed into the ground; 

 Now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 And righteous fruits abound. 

 

2.  Let not the sly satanic foe 

 This holy seed remove, 

 But give it root in ev'ry heart 

 To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3. Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 The rising plant destroy, 

 But let it yield a hundredfold 

 The fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4.  So when the precious seed is sown, 

 Life-giving grace bestow 

 That all whose souls the truth receive 

 Its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Sermon:   “The Biblical and Botanical Bottom-line” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:   (sung) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Hymn:    “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”  (LSB # 908) 
 

1.  Lord, open Thou my heart to hear,  

And through Your Word to me draw near; 

Let me Your Word e'er pure retain;  

Let me Your child and heir remain. 

 

2.  Your Word inspires my heart within; 

 Your Word grants healing from my sin; 

 Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; 

 Your Word brings peace and happiness.   

 

3.  To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One. 

Shall glory, praise, and honor be 

Now and throughout eternity. 

 
 

Second Hymn:     “On What Has Now Been Sown”    (LSB # 921) 
 

1. On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow'r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,  

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2.  To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow'rs; 

Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 
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3.  O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav'n, our home. 

E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

 
Third Hymn:    “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”   
    (LSB # 524, st. 1-3, 6) 
 

1.  How sweet the name of Jesus sounds In a believer's ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,  

And drives away our fear. 

 

2.  It makes the wounded spirit whole  

 And calms the heart's unrest; 

'Tis manna to the hungry soul   

 And to the weary, rest. 

 

3.  Dear name! The rock on which I build,  

My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury filled  

 With boundless stores of grace. 

 

4.  Till then I would Thy love proclaim  

 With ev'ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name   

 Refresh my soul in death! 
 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

 
 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
 
 
Closing Hymn:    “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”    (LSB # 923) 

 

1.  Almighty Father, bless the Word 

Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 

Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 

2.  We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 

May all at last in heav'n appear. 

 

3.  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  James Feddeck 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


