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Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
December 24, 2020 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”       (LSB # 357 st. 1-3) 
 

1. O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels; 

Refrain: 

 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

2.  Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; Son of the Father  

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God  

In the highest: [Refrain] 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   
P:  God, our heavenly Father, tenderly invites us to believe that 

He is our true Father and that we are His true children 
through baptism.  As His true children we humbly pray:   

C:  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast 
out our sin, and enter in.  Be born in us today.  We hear 
the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; Oh, 
come to us abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!   

 
[A moment of silent reflection.] 

 

 
P:  God in His mercy has sent us a Savior, His Son Jesus our 

Lord, who was born, died, and rose again on our behalf.  
Through Him our sins are forgiven and we are made God’s 
children forever.  Through Him your sins are forgiven this 
night.     

C:  Amen.   
 
Psalm:            Psalm 98:2,4,7-9; Isaiah 9:6 

P: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
C:  Break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
P:  The LORD has made known His salvation; 
C:  He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 
P:  For to us a Child is born,  
C:  To us a Son is given; 
P:  And the government shall be upon His shoulder,  
C:  And His name shall be called 
P:  Wonderful Counselor,  
C:  Mighty God,  
P:  Everlasting Father,  
C:  Prince of Peace. 
P:  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
C:  The world and those who dwell in it! 
P:  Let the rivers clap their hands; 
C:  Let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD,  
P:  For He comes to judge the earth. 
C:  He will judge the world with righteousness, 
P:  And the peoples with equity. 
C:  Make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

 
Hymn:      “Joy to the World”       (LSB # 387 st. 1-2,4) 
 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King: 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2.  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy. 
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3.  He rules the world with truth and grace  

And makes the nations prove The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love,  

And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love. 
 
 

First Scripture Reading:     Luke 2:1-7 
 
 
Hymn:        “Away in a Manger”       (LSB # 364 st. 1-2) 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky--looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2.  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
 

Second Scripture Reading:    Luke 2:8-14 
 
 
Hymn:     “Angels We Have Heard on High”       (LSB # 368) 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain:  

  Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav'nly song? 

[Refrain] 

 

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

[Refrain] 

 

 

Third Scripture Reading:    Luke 2:15-20 
 
 
Hymn:     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”       (LSB # 361 st. 1-2) 
 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 

2.  For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above 

 While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love. 

 O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

 And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 

 

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   (LSB # 361 st. 3-4) 
 

1. How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n! 

 So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n. 

 No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 

 Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 

 

2. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
 
Sermon:   “A Real-Life Savior” 
 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
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Preface: 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:  (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, king of all creation… 
 … Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei:   (sung) 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Communion Hymn:    “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”   
     (LSB # 374) 
 

1.  Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor. 

 

2.  Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven's star shone brightly forth Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing. 

 

3.  Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 

 
 

Second Communion Hymn:  “What Child Is This”     (LSB # 370) 
 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
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2. Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,  

 The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3.  So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;  

Come, peasant king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high,  The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Third Communion Hymn:  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”    
     (LSB # 358 st. 1-4, 8) 
 

1.  "From heav'n above to earth I come  

to bear good news to ev'ry home: 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring,  

 Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 

2. "To you this night is born a child  

 Of Mary chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth  

 Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

3.  "This is the Christ, our God Most High,  

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be  

 From all your sins to set you free. 

 

4.  "He will on you the gifts bestow  

 Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair,  

You may with us His glory share. 

 

5.  Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 

 

 

Blessing:   
P:  Now may the Christ of Christmas, who has come into this 

world as a baby that you might be His child forever, may He 
fill your heart with joy and peace this Christmas season and 
always.   

C:  Amen.   
 
 

Closing Medley:     
 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (LSB # 380) 
[candles are lit] 

 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain: 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

2.  Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  

 [Refrain] 

 

3.  Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!  

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

[Refrain] 

 

[A moment of silence to reflect on the wonder of Christ’s birth.] 

 
 

“Silent Night” (LSB # 363) 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 



5 

 

 

 

2.  Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

 

3.  Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face  

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

  
 

+ + + 

 

 

The Lighting of the Candles: 
- The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when 
giving light to another.  This prevents the hot wax from easily dripping 
on you or the pews.   
- During hymn # 380 Pastor will light the Usher’s candle. The Usher will 
in turn walk down the middle aisle to light the congregation’s candles.   
- For those wishing to maintain extra safety and distance, individual 
lighters are available on the table in the narthex.   
- Small (empty) individual communion cups are also available in the 
narthex.  After the service it is suggested that people use these to 
extinguish the candles, instead of blowing them out.   
- Please use discretion regarding children’s involvement in this 
ceremony.   
- Battery operated candles are available and are encouraged this year.   
 
 
 

Readers:  Elijah and Matthew Moldenhauer 
Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  James Feddeck 
Communion Liturgy: Divine Service Setting 4 from the  
   Lutheran Service Book (CPH, 2006), p. 208-210 


