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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
December 20, 2020 

 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   
    (LSB # 357 st. 1, 5-7) 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

2.  O come, Thou Key of David, come,  

And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 

[Refrain] 

 

3. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,  

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

And death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain] 

 

4. O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

[Refrain] 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
 

(Silence for personal self-examination.) 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:            Psalm 85:1-4, 8-10, 12 

P: LORD, You were favorable to Your land; 
C:  You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
P:  You forgave the iniquity of Your people; 
C:  You covered all their sin.  
P:  You withdrew all Your wrath; 
C:  You turned from Your hot anger. 
P:  Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
C:  And put away Your indignation toward us! 
P:  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
C:  For He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but 

let them not turn back to folly. 
P:  Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 
C:  That glory may dwell in our land. 
P:  Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
C:  Righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
P:  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
C:  And our land will yield its increase. 
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Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 9:5-7 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult  

and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness  
from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
Gradual:       [Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26] 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

 Righteous and having salvation. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 From the house of the Lord we bless you.   

 

Epistle Reading:   Colossians 3:12-15 
       12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel Reading:   John 14:25-27 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
 

       25 [Jesus said to His disciples,] “These things I have spoken to you 
while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
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Apostle’s Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

 
Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:       “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”   
    (LSB # 366 st. 1, 3-4) 

 

1.  It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 

 

2.  All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing. 

 

3.   For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God's ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing. 

 
Sermon:   “A Little Peace of Mine” 
 

 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
 
 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
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Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Agnus Dei:   (sung) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Communion Hymn:    “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
        (LSB # 352, st. 1-4) 
 

1.  Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner's help and friend. 

 

2.  What the fathers most desired, What the prophets' heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

3.   Abram's promised great reward, Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord-- 

Him of twofold race behold-- Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

4.   As Your coming was in peace, Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me Which is Yours eternally. 

 

 
 

Second Communion Hymn:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”    
      (LSB # 347) 
 

1. "Comfort, comfort ye My people,  

Speak ye peace," thus saith our God; 

"Comfort those who sit in darkness,  

Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load.  

Speak ye to Jerusalem  

 Of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover  

 And her warfare now is over." 

 

2. Yea, her sins our God will pardon,  

 Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger  

 He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many a day,  

 Now her griefs have passed away; 

God will change her pining sadness  

 Into ever-springing gladness. 

 

3. Hark, the herald's voice is crying  

 In the desert far and near, 

Calling sinners to repentance,  

 Since the Kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey!  

 Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him  

And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 

4.  Make ye straight what long was crooked;  

Make the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble,  

 As befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord  

 Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token  

 That His Word is never broken. 

 



5 

 

 
 
Third Communion Hymn:    Hark the Glad Sound”     (LSB # 349) 
 

1.  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,  

The Savior promised long; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne And ev'ry voice a song. 

 

2.  He comes the pris'ners to release, In Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

 

3.  He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4.  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav'n's eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name. 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

 

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
 
 
 

 
 
Closing Hymn:   “The People That in Darkness Sat”   
    (LSB # 412 st. 1, 3-6) 
 

1. The people that in darkness sat A glorious light have seen; 

The light has shined on them who long 

In shades of death have been, In shades of death have been. 

 

2.  To us a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv'n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests 

All pow'r in earth and heav'n, All pow'r in earth and heav'n. 

 

3.  His name shall be the Prince of Peace, The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

The God by all adored, The God by all adored. 

 

4.  His righteous government and pow'r Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

His reign shall have no end, His reign shall have no end. 

 

5. Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

And Holy Spirit, one, And Holy Spirit, one. 

 

 

 

+ + + 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  James Feddeck 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


