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The Third Sunday in Advent 
Divine Worship Service  

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Oberlin, Ohio 
December 13, 2020 

 
 
Welcome:      
 
Opening Hymn:       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   
     (LSB # 334 st. 1-4) 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

2.  O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord'rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. 

[Refrain] 

 

3.  O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height 

In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. 

[Refrain] 

 

4.  O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree, Free them from Satan's tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save,  

And give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  

 [Refrain] 

 

 

Invocation:     
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution:   

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for personal self-examination.) 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.   

 
Psalm:            Psalm 103:8, 10, 13-17 

P: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
C:  Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
P:  He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
C:  Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
P:  As a father shows compassion to his children, 
C:  So the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him. 
P:  For He knows our frame; 
C:  He remembers that we are dust. 
P:  As for man, his days are like grass; 
C:  He flourishes like a flower of the field; 
P:  For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
C:  And its place knows it no more. 
P:  But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting on those who fear Him, 
C:  And His righteousness to children's children, 
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Kyrie:  (sung) 
P: In peace let us prayer to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

Salutation and Collect: 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you.   
 P:  Let us pray.  [The Collect of the Day is prayed.]  
 C:  Amen.   
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading:   Isaiah 9:3-6 
3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  
as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult  
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
 

 

 

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness  
from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Gradual:       [Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26] 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

 Righteous and having salvation. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 From the house of the Lord we bless you.   

 

 

Epistle Reading:   James 1:16-18 
       16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of 
his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
 R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
 
 
Alleluia and Verse:  (stand and sing) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading:   John 1:1-13 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
 

       1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
       6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 
       9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ.   
 

Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.   
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

Children’s Message: 

 
Sermon Hymn:       “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   
    (LSB # 384 st. 1-4) 

 

1.  Of the Father's love begotten Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

2.  Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world's Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

3.  This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord 

Evermore and evermore. 

 

4.  O ye heights of heav'n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing, 

Pow'rs, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev'ry voice in concert ring 

Evermore and evermore. 

 
Sermon:   “Marine on a Mission” 
 
Prayer of the Church:   

 (Each petition of the prayers concludes with the response:) 

P:  Lord, in your mercy,  
C:  hear our prayer.   
 
Preface:   (sung) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… 
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 …Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus:   (sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
P: Almighty God, You have said that whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup… 
P:  Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer:   
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
 
Words of Institution:   
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My +body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in my +blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”   

 
Pax Domini: 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei:   (sung) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.   

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion: 
 
 
First Communion Hymn:    “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”    
     (LSB # 343) 
 

1.  Eternal Father, strong to save,  

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea. 

 

2.  O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain,  

 O’er which our traffic runs amain 

 By mountain pass or valley low; Wherever Lord, Thy people go, 

 Protect them by Thy guarding hand From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 

3.  O Spirit, whom the Father sent To spread abroad the firmament; 

 O Wind of heaven, by Thy might  

 Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

 And keep them by Thy watchful care From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 

4.  O Trinity of love and pow'r, Our people shield in danger's hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe,  

Protect them where-soe'er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee  

Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
 
 

Second Communion Hymn:  “Have No Fear, Little Flock”    
 (LSB # 735; copyright by Concordia Publishing House, 1973)  
 

1.  Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 

 For the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 

 Have no fear, little flock! 
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2.  Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock, 

 For the Father will keep you in his love forever; 

 Have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3.  Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 

 For he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 

 Praise the Lord high above! 

 

4.  Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 

 For he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 

 Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 
 
Third Hymn:    “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”     (LSB # 344) 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2.  Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;  

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3.  We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away  

Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

 

4.  Lay on the sick Thy healing hand  

 And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev'ry place. 

 

5.  All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free. 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.. 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: (sung) 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia.   

 

 
Post-Communion Collect: 
P:  Let us pray…. 
 …one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Benediction:   
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face to shine upon you  
   and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace.   
C:  Amen.    
 
Closing Hymn:   “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”  
     (LSB # 793) 

 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; To His feet your tribute bring; 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, Evermore His praises sing: 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King. 

 

2.  Praise Him for His grace and favor To His people in distress; 

Praise Him still the same as ever, Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness. 

 

3.  Father-like He tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame He knows; 

In His hand He gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows. 

 

4.  Angels, help us to adore Him; You behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him,  

 All who dwell in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace. 

 

+ + + 
 
 

Pastor:   Josh Moldenhauer 
Organist:  James Feddeck 
Order of Worship: Divine Service Setting 1 from the Lutheran Service 
   Book (CPH, 2006) p. 151-166 


